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ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL


Church: 888-2250 -- School: 888-2252


E-MAIL: splcasop@madisontelco.com

Prairietown, Illinois

Oliver LaMie, Pastor            Melissa Burns, Principal 
Youth & Adult Bible Class 9 a.m.

Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. 
Worship, 10:00 a.m. Sundays

Dear St. Peter's,

I recently heard in conversation the sentiment that Christmas starts earlier every year, to the point that when it finally comes around, many people are sick of it. Christmas is a feast, and it seems as though we prepare for that feast with even more feasting. Let's not forget the pressure of gifts and hosting responsibilities, on top of everything else. It really takes the joy out of it!

We as the Church have had a solution to this for centuries, the season of Advent. It's intended as a penitential season, where we focus on denying sin and building better habits. Traditionally, this involves fasting and prayer. These are good things to do seasonally, if reasonable, particularly to build one's self-control, perhaps the most neglected Fruit of the Spirit in our time. The idea being, if you can keep yourself from food for a portion of each day, perhaps doing so for several days or up to the whole season (which most Americans can do without any issue nutritionally) then you will better be able to resist temptations for things less necessary than food. Much like not working on the Sabbath, this is also an act of faith, that you can intentionally go without pay or food for a time and trusting that God will still take care of you. 

Naturally, not everyone can do this, nor should we require it. But it's telling that fasting was commonplace in the past, even where not required, at times when people were not as well-fed as we are today. Perhaps in all the hurry we forget why Christ came into the world - to die for sin, because there is no forgiveness without bloodshed. (Hebrews 9:22-28)

So as much as I can't make you fast, I'll still tell you to take this Advent season to kill sin and build character. Do so with a couple of friends, because Christians bear one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2) and, because that's how people will know we are Christians. (1 John 3:10) Let me know how I can help. 

If we have gone without for a while, and have greater control of our bodies, minds, and wills, then the feast will be ever sweeter. And there's only one sweeter feast to celebrate after Jesus' birth. 

Whatever you do, or abstain from, do it from the joy of believing that the Creator of everything, from the ground under your feet to your family to the most distant galaxy, took on human flesh like yours so that He could die to take away everything wrong with you, me, and the whole world. That's the joy of Christmas. 

Peace to you in Christ,

 - Pastor LaMie[image: image4.jpg]| C—
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Preparing for Worship
Dec 3
Midweek Worship


Wed. 
Greeter: Norma Krohne
7 p.m.
Elder: Don Wiemers
Dec. 7
2nd Sunday in Advent
Sun.
Organist: Jim Wiemers
10 a.m.
Greeter: Virginia Renfrow

Elder: Jerry Scheumann
Dec 10
Midweek Worship 

Wed.
Greeter: Norma Krohne

7 p.m.
Elder: John Gusewelle
Dec 14
3rd Sunday in Advent w/communion
Sun.
Organist: Jim Wiemers

10 a.m.
Greeter: Donna Scherff

Communion: Kathy Wiemers

Elder: Mike Schaefer
Dec 17
Children’s Christmas Program

Wed
Greeter: Norma Krohne

6:30 p.m.
Elder: Mike Schaefer

Dec 21
4th Sunday in Advent

Sun.
Organist: Jim Wiemers

10 a.m.
Greeter: Connie Schaefer


Elder: John Gusewelle

Dec 24
Christmas Eve Services

Wed
Greeter: Marie Ruyle

7:00 p.m
Elder: Mike Schaefer

11:00 p.m.
Elder: Jerry Scheumann

Dec. 25
Christmas Day Service

Thurs.
Greeter: Ron and Janet Isenberg

10 a.m.
Elder: Don Wiemers 
Dec. 28
First Sunday after Christmas
Sun
w/communion

10 a.m.
Communion: Kathy Wiemers


Elder: Jerry Scheumann
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Communion: Kathy Wiemers






Helpers: Diana Peters, Beth Pruett






Flowers: Sharon Schaefer






Ushers: Rob Werden, Bobby Werden, Jim Franklin
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OPERATING BUDGET 2025 
 $382,000 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER WEEK
       7,346 
             

GENERAL

OUR CHALLENGE THRU NOV 23
 $328,426
OUR RESPONSE THRU NOV 23
 $248,467
SHORT

 $79,959  

MISSION
2025 BUDGET


   $9,000
WEEKLY AMOUNT NEEDED 
        173   

OUR CHALLENGE THRU NOV 23 
    $7,088
OUR RESPONSE THRU NOV 23
    $7,188
    

OVER
     

    $   100 

November Attendance & Financial Report
	Date


	Attendees
	Home
	Mission
	Building Fund
	Tuition
	Metro East

	Nov 2
	73
	$2386.00
	$150.00
	$270.00
	$75.00
	

	Nov 9
	64
	$5331.00
	$65.00
	$2020.00
	$75.00
	$100.00

	Nov 16
	57
	$2061.00
	$35.00
	$0.00
	$352.93
	

	Nov 23
	70
	$2768.00
	$230.00
	$540.00
	$295.00
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Ladies Aid meeting was held on November 12 with 12 members present.  Secretary & treasurer's reports were read and approved. Old business: we made 32 quilts, 68 school kits, and 8 health kits for LWR. These were delivered to St. John's Lutheran in Springfield to be shipped. New business: discussion was held on our Christmas party. It will be held in the annex on Wednesday, December 10 with a meal catered by Prairie Inn.

Anyone who would like to make cookies should bring the recipe along. We will reveal our Secret Pal at the party and draw new name for 2026. Election of officers was held and they are President, Virginia Renfrow, 
Vice President, Janice Kinder, Secretary, Norma Krohne, Treasurer, Marie Ruyle.  Games were played and refreshments were served by Norma Kuethe.          
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	Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

8:30am Chapel 

7:00pm Worship

Elder: Don Wiemers

4
Handbell practice 6pm
5

6

7

9:00am Adult Bible Study  

10:00am Worship w/ communion

Elder: Jerry Scheumann

8

9
7am Men’s Bible Study

8:30am Women’s Bible Study

10

8:30am Chapel 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party 11:00 AM

7:00pm Worship

Elder: John Gusewelle
11

Handbell practice 6pm

Elder Meeting 7pm
12
Parents night out
13
Gift Wrapping
14

9:00am Adult Bible Study 

10:00am Worship 

Elder: Mike Schaefer

Gift Wrapping
15

16
7am Men’s Bible Study

8:30am Women’s Bible Study

17

8:30am Chapel 

6:30pm Children’s Christmas Program 

Elder: Mike Schaefer
18

Handbell practice 6pm
19

School Christmas Party

11am Dismissal
20
21

9:00am Adult Bible Study 

10:00am Worship w/ communion

Elder: John Gusewelle
22

No School
23

No School

24

Christmas Eve
No School

7:00pm Worship

Elder: Mike Schaefer
11:00 pm Worship

Elder: Jerry Scheumann
25

Christmas

No School

10:00am Worship

Elder: Don Wiemers
26

No School

27
School Rented
28

9:00am Adult Bible Study

10:00am Worship

Elder: Jerry Scheumann
29
No School
30

No School 

7am Men’s Bible Study

8:30am Women’s Bible Study

31

New Years Eve

No School

	
	
	
	
	
	


SPECIAL INTERCESSIONS

Care facilities or homebound:  Maxine Duncan at home; David Kinder at Murray Center in Centralia; Frances Westerhold in Glenwood; Ruth Newby, Shelli Eden, George Loew at The Villas of Hollybrook, Dave Roberson in Ceder Hurst; Iona Goebel in Ceder Hurst; Pastor Mark Girardin at home, Kevin Beers in Cedar Hurst; Fred Obrock in rehab at home; Judy Goebel at home.
Ongoing Health Issues:   Gerald Schaefer, Molly McCalla, David Peters, Aaron Peters, Tori Brakhane, Lisa Loew, Jeff Newby; Jerry Bock.
[image: image11.jpg]o o
WA e

BN

.:‘

Y





New Website Name…Our domain name for our website is now www.saintpeterslutherans.org.  We just added an "s" to the Lutheran part.  A special feature is our "Online Giving" at the top of the webpage.  Summer is a busy time, so if you are unable to worship you can still give your offerings.  School Raider Reporters, Supply Lists, and our Handbook are also available under the school portion. 

BIBLE STUDY

All members and visitors are welcome to attend our Men and Women’s Bible study on Tuesday mornings! Every Tuesday Men’s Bible study is at 7:00 AM and Women’s Bible Study is at 8:30 AM. There will be no bible class on December 2nd and 23rd.
GREETERS NEEDED

If you would like to volunteer to be a greeter at Sunday service in 2026, please contact our secretary, Tara Robertson.

ALTAR GUILD VOLUNTEER EVENTS

Saturday, December 27th at 9:30 AM the Altar Guild will be cleaning and organizing the back storage room at church. Please bring rags and a bucket. Any women over the age of 18 is welcome to attend. If you have any questions, please direct them to Kathy Wiemers at (618) 830-2845.

HOLIDAY GIFT WRAPPING

We will be offering holiday gift wrapping at our school on Saturday, December 13th from 2:00-8:00pm and Sunday, December 14th from 11:00am-2:00pm. A flyer is located on the bulletin board. All proceeds benefit St. Peters Lutheran School. 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT

We are hosting a Parents night out on Friday, December 12th from 4:00-9:00 PM. Minimum $10 donation per child. All children ages Kindergarten-8th grade are welcome to attend. Please RSVP to Karlie Woszczynski at 618-540-1710. A flyer is located on the bulletin board. All proceeds benefit St. Peters Lutheran School.
POINSETTAS FOR CHRISTMAS

If you would like to donate poinsettias for Christmas service, please drop them off in the Alter guild room by December 13th. If your poinsettia is in memory of a loved one, please inform Sharon Schaefer at (618) 888-2241.
BUCKETS OF CHEER CHRISTMAS DRIVE

Sievers Equipment Co. is hosting a toy drive thru December 13th. They will be accepting new, unwrapped toys for children ages 4-13. Each Sievers equipment location has wish list items as well. A flyer with additional information is on the bulletin board.

ROCK SPRINGS PARK WINTER WONDERLAND

Come enjoy the lights at Rock Springs Park Winter Wonderland (in Alton) and be greeted by familiar faces! A group of St. Peter's members will be volunteering at the light display on Saturday, December 6, from 5 - 9 pm. You will see millions of lights and even have a chance to visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus! 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR CONCERT

The Christmas choir concert will be part of the December 21st Sunday service.  Choir practices will be on the Thursday evenings of Dec. 4, 11, and 18 at 7 pm.  The choir always welcomes new members, and they can join us anytime of the year.
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December Birthdays

Bryce Helle

December 1
Owen Halusan

December 5

Carla Engelke

December 7

Michael Schaefer
December 7

Steven Gusewelle
December 9

Carl Becker

December 11

Glenn Meyer

December 11

Craig Eden

December 12

Terry Johnson

December 13

Larry Moore

December 14

Grant Schaefer

December 14

Erin Goebel

December 18

Richard Goebel
December 19

Margie Schmidt
December 20
Lance Haynes

December 21

Tyler Tedrick

December 26

Rachel Rondi

December 28

Emily Aper

December 30

Adilynn Kuethe
December 30

Austin Spurgeon
December 31

December Anniversaries

Brian and Jamie Goebel

14 years on December 3
Oliver and Bethany Lamie

6 years on December 7
Rench and Babe Edsall


33 years on December 26 
_1652510441.doc


�












